Come let us Grow Together: Marijuana

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

“And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought
forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in
itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.” (Gen 1:11-12) “And God said, Behold, |
have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in
the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the
earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there
is life, 1 have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he
had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”
(Gen 1:29-31)

Cannabis also known as marijuana has become an extremely important topic of discussion in our
world. We have seen major breakthroughs concerning marijuana and the medical benefits of this
herb. Yet, we have watched government corruption, manipulation, and distortion through
propaganda as well concerning this herb. We have seen people given life sentences without
parole for possessing marijuana or other harsh sentences of twenty years for possessing
marijuana. Yet we read in Genesis chapter 1 “And God said, Behold, I have given you every
herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every
fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, | have given
every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and,
behold, it was very good.”

God clearly said that ““I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for
meat.” The word meat meaning food. God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it
was very good yet the United States of America’s government, the United Nations, along with a
host of other governments says it’s very bad!

God did not say “I have given you every herb bearing seed” “to you it shall be for meat” except
the herb known as Cannabis. Marijuana has been used throughout history for medicinal
purposes including the United States of America. Even now we see ample evidence of the
possible medical benefits of marijuana. According to the National Cancer Institute which is one
of the agencies that is a part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services under the
article Cannabis and Cannabinoids (PDQ®)—-Health Professional Version. Cannabis use for
medicinal purposes dates back at least 3,000 years.[1-5] It was introduced into Western medicine
in 1839 by W.B. O’Shaughnessy, a surgeon who learned of its medicinal properties while



working in India for the British East India Company. Its use was promoted for reported
analgesic, sedative, anti-inflammatory, antispasmodic, and anticonvulsant effects.

In 1937, the U.S. Treasury Department introduced the Marihuana Tax Act. This Act imposed a
levy of $1 per ounce for medicinal use of Cannabis and $100 per ounce for nonmedical use.
Physicians in the United States were the principal opponents of the Act. The American Medical
Association (AMA) opposed the Act because physicians were required to pay a special tax for
prescribing Cannabis, use special order forms to procure it, and keep special records concerning
its professional use. In addition, the AMA believed that objective evidence that Cannabis was
harmful was lacking and that passage of the Act would impede further research into its medicinal
worth.[6] In 1942, Cannabis was removed from the U.S. Pharmacopoeia because of persistent
concerns about its potential to cause harm.[2,3]

In 1951, Congress passed the Boggs Act, which for the first time included Cannabis with
narcotic drugs. In 1970, with the passage of the Controlled Substances Act, marijuana was
classified by Congress as a Schedule I drug. Drugs in Schedule I are distinguished as having no
currently accepted medicinal use in the United States. Other Schedule | substances include
heroin, LSD, mescaline, and methaqualone.

Despite its designation as having no medicinal use, Cannabis was distributed by the U.S.
government to patients on a case-by-case basis under the Compassionate Use Investigational
New Drug program established in 1978. Distribution of Cannabis through this program was
closed to new patients in 1992.[1-4] Although federal law prohibits the use of Cannabis, figure 1
below shows the states and territories that have legalized Cannabis use for medical purposes.
Additional states have legalized only one ingredient in Cannabis, such as cannabidiol (CBD),
and are not included in the map. Some medical marijuana laws are broader than others, and there
IS state-to-state variation as to the types of medical conditions for which treatment is allowed.

The main psychoactive constituent of Cannabis was identified as delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC). In 1986, an isomer of synthetic delta-9-THC in sesame oil was licensed and approved for
the treatment of chemotherapy -associated nausea and vomiting under the generic name
dronabinol. Clinical trials determined that dronabinol was as effective as or better than other
antiemetic agents available at the time.[7] Dronabinol was also studied for its ability to stimulate
weight gain in patients with AIDS in the late 1980s. Thus, the indications were expanded to
include treatment of anorexia associated with human immunodeficiency virus infection in 1992,
Clinical trial results showed no statistically significant weight gain, although patients reported an
improvement in appetite.[8,9] Another important cannabinoid found in Cannabis is CBD.[10]
This is a nonpsychoactive cannabinoid, which is an analog of THC.

In recent decades, the neurobiology of cannabinoids has been analyzed.[11-14] The first
cannabinoid receptor, CB1, was identified in the brain in 1988. A second cannabinoid receptor,
CB2, was identified in 1993. The highest expression of CB2 receptors is located on B
lymphocytes and natural Killer cells, suggesting a possible role in immunity. Endogenous
cannabinoids (endocannabinoids) have been identified and appear to have a role in pain
modulation, control of movement, feeding behavior, mood, bone growth, inflammation,
neuroprotection, and memory.[15]



Nabiximols (Sativex), a Cannabis extract with a 1:1 ratio of THC:CBD, is approved in Canada
(under the Notice of Compliance with Conditions) for symptomatic relief of pain in advanced
cancer and multiple sclerosis.[16] Canada, New Zealand, and some countries in Europe also
approve nabiximols for spasticity of multiple sclerosis, a common symptom that may include
muscle stiffness, reduced mobility, and pain, and for which existing therapy is unsatisfactory.

Cannabinoids are a group of 21-carbon—containing terpenophenolic compounds produced
uniquely by Cannabis species (e.g., Cannabis sativa L.).[1,2] These plant-derived compounds
may be referred to as phytocannabinoids. Although delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is the
primary psychoactive ingredient, other known compounds with biologic activity are cannabinol,
cannabidiol (CBD), cannabichromene, cannabigerol, tetrahydrocannabivarin, and delta-8-THC.
CBD, in particular, is thought to have significant analgesic, anti-inflammatory, and anxiolytic
activity without the psychoactive effect (high) of delta-9-THC.

Source: http://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/treatment/cam/hp/cannabis-pdg#section/all

What about the question that smoking marijuana is a sin? Smoking marijuana or anything else
could be damaging to your throat and lungs and | would agree that smoking marijuana is a sin.
However, marijuana can be used in oils, tinctures, capsules, sprays, edibles, and beverages.
“And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for
meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, | have given every green herb for meat: and it was
so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening
and the morning were the sixth day.” (Gen 1:29-31)

As far as the effects of marijuana on the mind if we are to say that because marijuana produces a
euphoric feeling or alters the mind that it shouldn’t be used then what about morphine and other
opioids for treating people with pain? Or anti-depressants for those struggling with depressions?
Or anti-anxiety medications? Muscle relaxants for the many disorders and diseases that exist?
All of which marijuana may very well be an effective treatment for or in conjunction with the
other medications as we are already witnessing medical benefits of marijuana with many of these
situations and in some cases may even be more effective.

What about memory impairment and long and short term memory loss? Concerning the
protection of the United States of America’s cyber security and national security the current
director of the FBI James Comey according to The Wall Street Journal had the following to say.

Congress has authorized the FBI to add 2,000 personnel to its rolls this year, and many of those
new recruits will be assigned to tackle cyber crimes, a growing priority for the agency. And
that’s a problem, Mr. Comey told the White Collar Crime Institute, an annual conference held at
the New York City Bar Association in Manhattan. A lot of the nation’s top computer
programmers and hacking gurus are also fond of marijuana.

“I have to hire a great work force to compete with those cyber criminals and some of those kids
want to smoke weed on the way to the interview,” Mr. Comey said.



Mr. Comey said that the agency was “grappling with the question right now” of how to amend
the agency’s marijuana policies, which excludes from consideration anyone who has smoked
marijuana in the previous three years, according to the FBI’s Web site. One conference goer
asked Mr. Comey about a friend who had shied away from applying because of the policy. “He
should go ahead and apply,” despite the marijuana use, Mr. Comey said.

Earlier, the FBI director said the agency had “changed both our mindset and the way we do
business.” He said it worked less “in-box” than it had in the past.

Source: http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2014/05/20/director-comey-fbi-grappling-with-hiring-policy-
concerning-marijuana/

However, according to the BBC. A spokeswoman for the FBI confirmed Mr Comey had
discussed cannabis in unscripted remarks during a question and answer session after his speech
at the conference.

However, during a committee hearing at the Senate on Wednesday the FBI director subsequently
said he had been trying to be "philosophic and funny" when he made the comments.

"I don't want young people to use marijuana. It's against the law," he added.

"I did not say that I'm going to change that ban. | said | have to grapple with the change in my
workforce."

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-27499595



