Come let us Grow Together: Godly Love

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But
he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God.” (Jn 3:16-21) “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have
loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.” (Jn 15:12-14) “For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received the atonement. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (For until the
law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam'’s
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. But not as the offence, so also is the
free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the
gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not as it was by
one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is
of many offences unto justification. For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned
unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord.” (Rm 5:6-21)

We as the children of God are to love one another as Jesus Christ loves us! This kind of love is
the kind of love that will lay down your life for a friend! Are you willing to lay down your life
for a friend? For a righteous man? For a good man? For a family member? For a stranger?



Godly love is the kind of love that would lay down his life for a sinner of which all flesh has
been a partaker. “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” (Psa
51:5)

God laid down his life for our life so that we could become born again. “There was a man of the
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and said
unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time
into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that | said unto
thee, Ye must be born again.” (Jn 3:1-7)

To be born of water and of the Spirit one must partake of the Lord’s death, burial, and
resurrection. “Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For | delivered unto you first
of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:” (1 Cor
15:1-4) The fulfillment of partaking of the Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection and being born
again of water and of the Spirit as Jesus instructed Nicodemus is found in the book of Acts
chapter 2 verses 38 and 39 when the birth of the New Testament Church took place. “Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”
(Acts 2:38-39)

Are you born again according to the Word of God? “For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”



