Come let us Grow Together: Walk in Wisdom Toward them that are Without

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

“Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” (Col 4:5-
6) “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. And the
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil,
who are taken captive by him at his will.” (2 Tim 2:23-26) While we also remain aware O’ God
“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works.” (2 Cor 11:14-15) Let our labor of love flourish as the noonday and let
the Water of Life flow forth and let our love of Christ prevail against any that would stand in our
way in Jesus name | pray.

“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the
same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should
live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. For the time past of
our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:

Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil
of you: Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.” (1 Peter
4:1-5)

When followers of Christ are converted and born again of God they no longer partake of the
lifestyles they once partook of. This is something that those who walk after the flesh do not
understand unless God draws them by His Spirit and they listen and obey. The friends you once
had will eventually come to an end unless you are a struggling Christian or they are
tremendously respectful of your deeply held convictions and obedience to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3) This the Lord asked of
Israel through the Prophet Amos. The answer is no they can’t walk together.

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath
the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 1 will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor 6:14-18) “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good



manners. Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: | speak
this to your shame.” (1 Cor 15:33-34)

When followers of Christ are converted and born again of God when their friends begin to ask
them to come and partake of any number of things you may have once partook of with them,
even if it was recently, is going to be confusing to them. They likely will try their best to
persuade you to do it anyway. In many cases they could care less that you have become born
again because they have no interest in serving God but rather serving their own lusts even as you
once did with them.

“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Eph 2:1-10)

This may lead to name calling by them toward you and talking about you behind your back while
other gossiping friends relay back to you what is taking place or you may even see it posted on
one of your favorite social hangouts online. The answer is clearly written in scripture that we
are not to partake of the lifestyles we once partook of while walking in the flesh in our past. We
are now walking after the Spirit.

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” (1 Jn 2:15-17)

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” (Rm
8:1-8)



