Come let us Grow Together: Deceiving Yourself

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a
hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For
he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. If any man among you seem
to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is
vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” (James 1:22-27)

“For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble
bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that
which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is
evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and
do not the things which | say? Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth
them, 1 will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged
deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently
upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. But he that heareth, and
doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which
the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.”
(Lk 6:43-49)

Are you one that is deceiving yourself? Claiming salvation while following your own pernicious
ways? Is your own opinion to be followed and worshiped over the Word of God? Every tree is
known by his own fruit for of the abundance of the heart your mouth speaks. Your actions
follow after you. Are you keeping yourself unspotted from the world or deceiving yourself?

Are you both a hearer and doer of the Word of God? It isn’t the hearer of the Word of God that
is justified before the Lord God, but the one who both hears the Word of God and in obedient
faith keeps it. “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made
perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works
a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by
works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (James 2:21-26)



The Apostle Paul speaking says, “By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for
obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:” (Rm 1:5) Jesus speaking says, “Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.” (Jn 15:14) The Apostle Paul says, the gospel,
and the preaching of Jesus Christ was “made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:”
(Rm 16:25-26) Jesus says, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (Jn 14:15) The Apostle
Paul says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Rm 12:1-2) Jesus says, “If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever
will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” (Mt
16:24-25)

Are you one that is deceiving yourself?



