Come let us Grow Together: See Past the Pain and Look at the Gain

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” (Heb 12:1-3)

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings;
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon
you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.” (1 Peter 4:12-14)

“Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company,
and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in
that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did
their fathers unto the prophets.” (Lk 6:22-23)

“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together. For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” (Rm 8:16-18)

“And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and,
having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. Howbeit, as the
disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed
with Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught
many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, Confirming the souls of the
disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:19-22)

“But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity,
patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what
persecutions | endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Tim 3:10-12)



“Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be
ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.” (1 Peter 3:16-17)

“| speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is
bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold also. Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am |.
Avre they the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) 1 am
more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths
oft. Of the Jews five times received | forty stripes save one. Thrice was | beaten with rods, once
was | stoned, thrice | suffered shipwreck, a night and a day | have been in the deep; In
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and | am not weak? who is offended,
and I burn not? If | must needs glory, | will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.
The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie
not. In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a
garrison, desirous to apprehend me: And through a window in a basket was I let down by the
wall, and escaped his hands.” (2 Cor 11:21-33)



