Come let us Grow Together: Vain Glory

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

As the children of God we should not be desirous of vain glory. Our reason or motivation for
doing the work of the Lord through whatever good works we are involved or participating in
should only be for the glory of God, not for vain glory of men. “Then spake Jesus to the
multitude, and to his disciples, Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works:
for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on
men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their
works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders
of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi:
for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the
earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your
Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.” (Mt 23:1-
12)

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that
doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.”
(Col 3:23-25) When you labor for the Lord it should be for the sole purpose of bringing glory to
God and not unto yourselves. The disciples also had concern of who would be the greatest.

“And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. And he said unto them, What would ye that |
should do for you? They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand,
and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask:
can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with?
And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that
| drink of; and with the baptism that | am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: But to sit on my
right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is
prepared. And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. But
Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule
over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.
But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:
And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” (Mk 10:35-45)

Let us be as our Master Jesus Christ who “came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many.” “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his



life for his friends.” (Jn 15:13) ““Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another,
envying one another.” (Gal 5:26)



